Pulmonary scintigraphy in suspected pulmonary embolism: how often does it change clinical management?
The effect of pulmonary scintigraphy on patient management in suspected pulmonary embolism has been assessed in 158 patients. A change in management occurred in 30% following scintigraphy. The major effect was a reduction in the total number of patients who were anticoagulated. Heparin was stopped in 42 of the 74 patients to whom it had been administered prior to the scintigram.